
Part I Reading Lists  
*Required:  

Bacho, Peter. Dark Blue Suit and Other Stories. 

Barroga, Jeannie. Walls  

Bulosan, Carlos.  America is in the Heart. 

Cha, Theresa.  Dictee. 

Chin, Marilyn. Rhapsody in Plain Yellow. 

Chin, Frank.  The Year of the Dragon. 

Chin, Frank et al. Introduction to Aiiieeeee! An Anthology of Asian-American Writers. 

Chu, Louis.  Eat A Bowl of Tea. 

Eaton, Edith (Sui Sin Far).  Mrs. Spring Fragrance. 

Hagedorn, Jessica.  Dogeaters. 

Hongo, Garrett. Yellow Light 

Hwang, David Henry.  M. Butterfly. 

Kang, Younghill.  East Goes West. 

Kingston, Maxine Hong.  The Woman Warrior, China Men. 

Kim, Ronyoung.  Clay Walls 

Kogawa, Joy.  Obasan. 

Lahiri, Jhumpa.  The Namesake. 

Law-Yone, Wendy.  The Coffin Tree. 

Lee, Chang-Rae.  Native Speaker. 

Lee, Li-Young.  Rose. 



Leong, Russell. Phoenix Eyes and Other Stories. 

Linmark, R. Zamora.  Rolling the Rs. 

Louie, David Wong.  The Barbarians are Coming. 

Mukherjee, Bharati.  Jasmine. 

Ng, Fae Myenne.  Bone. 

Okada, John.  No-No Boy. 

Pak, Gary. The Watcher of Waipuna and Other Stories.  

Santos, Bienvenido.  Scent of Apples. 

Truong, Monique.  The Book of Salt. 

Wong, Jade Snow.  Fifth Chinese Daughter. 

Yamamoto, Hisaye.  Seventeen Syllables and Other Stories. 

Yamanaka, Lois-Ann.  Blu’s Hanging, Saturday Night at the Pahala Theatre. 

Yamashita, Karen Tei.  Tropic of Orange. 

For Further Reading: 

Prose 

Alexander, Meena. "Homeward." Toronto South Asian Review 2.2 (1983): 33-37., The Shock of Arrival. 

Boston:  South End Press, 1996., Fault Lines: a Memoir. New York: Feminist Press at the City University 

of New York, 2003. 

Bacho, Peter. Cebu. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1991. 

Cao, Lan.  Monkey Bridge. New York: Penguin Books, 1997. 

Chan, Jeffrey Paul. "Jackrabbit." Yardbird Reader 3, no. 179: 217-38. 

Chang, Diana. The Frontiers of Love. New York: Random House, 1956 

Chin, Frank. Chinamen Pacific and Frisco R.R. Co. Minneapolis: Coffee House Press., Donald Duk. 

Minneapolis: Coffee House Press, 1991., Bulletproof Buddhists and Other Essays. Honolulu: University of 

Hawaii Pres, 1998. 



Chin, Frank, et al., eds. AIIIEEEEE! An Anthology of Asian-American Writers. Washington: Howard Univ. 

Press, 1983., The Big AIIIEEEEE! An Anthology of Asian-American Writers. New York: Penguin, 1991. 

Choi, Sook Nyul. Year of Impossible Goodbyes. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1991. 

Choi, Susan.  American Woman. New York: Harper Collins, 2003. 

Chuang, Hua [pseud.]. Crossings. New York: Dial, 1968. 

Divakaruni, Chitra Banerjee. Arranged Marriage : Stories. New York: Anchor Books, 1995., Mistress of 

Spices. New York: Anchor Books, 1997., Sister of My Heart. New York: Doubleday, 1999., The Vine of 

Desire. New York: Doubleday, 2002., Queen of Dreams. New York: Doubleday, 2004. 

Eaton, Winnifred [ OnotoWatanna]. Honorable Miss Moonlight. New York: Harper, 1912, [anonymous]., 

Me: A Book of Remembrance. New York: The Century Co., 1915, Jackson: University of Mississippi, 

1997., Miss Numè of Japan: A Japanese American Romance. Chicago: Rand, McNally, 1899, Baltimore: 

Johns Hopkins University Press, 1999., A Half-caste and Other Writings. Urbana: University of Illinois, 

2003. 

Gill, Lakshmi. "An Excerpt from Puja for Papa." Toronto South Asian Review 1.3 (1983): 67-71. 

Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuki. Farewell to Manzanar. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1973. 

Ishimoto, Shidzue. Facing Two Ways: The Story of My Life. New York: Farrar, 1935. 

Jen, Gish. Typical American. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1991., Mona in the Promised Land. New York: 

Vintage, 1996., Who’s Irish: Stories. N New York: Alfred A Knopf, 1999., The Love Wife. New York: Alfred 

A. Knopf, 2004. 

Kadohata, Cynthia. The Floating World. New York: Viking Press, 1989., In the Heart of the Valley of Love. 

New York: Viking Press, 1992. 

Kanazawa, Tooru J.. Sushi and Sourdough. Seattle: Univ. of Washington Press, 1989. 

Kang, Younghill. The Grass Roof. New York: Scribner's, 1931. 

Keller, Nora Okja.  Comfort Woman. New York: Viking, 1997., Fox Girl. New York: Viking, 2002. 

Kim, Richard E.. The Innocent. Boston: Houghton, 1968; New York: Ballantine, 1969., Lost Names: 

Scenes from a Korean Boyhood. New York: Praeger, 1970., The Martyred. New York: Braziller, 1964; 

Pocket, 1965. 

Kogawa, Joy.  Itsuka. Toronto: Lester and Orphen Dennys, 1992. 



Lahiri, Jhumpa. Interpreter of Maladies. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1999., The Namesake. Boston: 

Houghton Mifflin, 2003. 

Lee, Chang-Rae. A Gesture Life. New York: Riverhead Books, 1999. 

Lee, Don. Yellow. New York: W.W. Norton, 2001. 

Lee, Gus. China Boy. New York: Dutton, 1991. 

Lee, Marie. Finding My Voice. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1992. 

Lee, Sky. Disappearing Moon Cafe. Seattle: Seal Press, 1991. 

Lim, Paul Stephen. Some Arrivals, but Mostly Departures. Quezon City, Philippines: New Day Publishers, 

1982. 

Louie, David Wong. Pangs of Love. New York: Knopf, 1991. 

Lowe, Pardee. Father and Glorious Descendant. Boston: Little, 1943. 

Lum, Darrell H. Y.. Sun: Short Stories and Drama. Special issue of Bamboo Ridge, 8 (1980). 

McCunn, Ruthanne Lum. Sole Survivor. San Francisco: Design Enterprises, 1985., Thousand Pieces of 

Gold. San Francisco: Design Enterprises, 1981. 

Marking, Yay. “My Filipino Mother.” Where a Country Begins: Volume II (selections from the column 

“Where a Country Begins” in Women’s Magazine).  Manila: Manila Times Publishing Company, Inc, 1962. 

Mehta, Ved [Parkash]. Daddyji. New York: Farrar, 1972. 

Miyakawa, Edward. Tule Lake. Waldport, OR: House by the Sea, 1979. 

Mori, Toshio. The Chauvinist and Other Stories. Los Angeles: UC Press, 1979., Woman from Hiroshima. 

San Francisco: Isthmus Press, 1979., Yokohama, California. Seattle, Univ. of Washington Press, 1985. 

Mukherjee, Bharati. "Debate on a Rainy Afternoon." Massachusetts Review 7 (Spring 1966): 257-70., The 

Tiger's Daughter. Boston: Houghton, 1971; London: Chatto, 1973; New York: Penguin, 1987., Wife. 

Boston: Houghton, 1975.,  "An Invisible Woman." Saturday Night [Toronto], March 1981: 36-40., Days 

and Nights in Calcutta. Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1977 (with Clark Blaise)., Darkness. New 

York: Penguin, 1985., "The Middleman" and Other Stories. New York: Grove Press, 1988., The Sorrow 

and the Terror: The Haunting Legacy of Air India 182. New York: Penguin, 1987., The Holder of the 

World. New York: Knopf, 1993., Leave It To Me. New York: Knopf, 1997., Desirable Daughters. New 

York: Theia, 2002., The Tree Bride. New York: Theia, 2004. 



Mura, David. Turning Japanese. New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 1991. Where the Body Meets 

Memory. New York: Doubleday, 1996. 

Murayama, Milton. All I Asking for Is My Body. 1959. San Francisco: Supa Press, 1975. 

Nieh, Hua-ling [also Hua-ling Nieh Engle]. Two Women of China: Mulberry and Peach. Trans. Jane Parish 

Yang and Linda Lappin. New York: Sino Publishing, 1981; Boston: Beacon, 1988. 

Nguyen, Ngoc Ngan. The Will of Heaven. New York: Dutton, 1982. 

Ong, Han. Fixer Chao. New York: Picador USA/Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, 2002. 

Ozeki, Ruth. My Year of Meats. New York: Penguin Books, 1998. 

Pak, Gary. Rice Paper Airplane. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1998. 

Revoyr, Nina. Necessary Hunger. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1997. Southland. New York: Akashic, 

2003. 

Rosca, Ninotchka. State of War. S&S Trade, 1990., Twice Blessed. New York: Norton, 1992. 

Sakamoto, Kerri. The Electrical Field. New York: W.W. Norton, 1999. 

Santos, Bienvenido N.. Brother, My Brother. Manila: Benipayo Publishers, 1960; Manila: Bookmark, 

1976., The Day the Dancers Came: Selected Prose Works. Manila: Bookmark, 1967., Dwell in the 

Wilderness: Selected Short Stories (1931-1941). Quezon City, Philippines: New Day Publishers, 1985., 

The Praying Man. Quezon City, Philippines: New Day Publishers, 1982., What the Hell for You Left Your 

Heart in San Francisco. Quezon City, Philippines: New Day Publishers, 1987. 

Shirota, Jon. Lucky Come Hawaii. New York: Bantam, 1965. 

Sone, Monica. Nisei Daughter. Boston: Little, 1953. 

Tan, Amy. The Joy Luck Club. New York: Putnam, 1989., The Kitchen God's Wife. New York: Putnam, 

1991., The Hundred Secret Senses. New York: Putnam, 1995., The Bonesetter’s Daughter. New York: 

Putnam, 2001. 

Tran, Van Dinh. Blue Dragon, White Tiger: A Tet Story. Philadelphia: TriAm Press, 1983. 

Ty-Casper, Linder. Awaiting Trespass. New York: Reader's International, 1985. 

Uchida, Yoshiko. Desert Exile: The Uprooting of a Japanese American Family. Seattle: Univ. of 

Washington Press, 1982., Picture Bride. Flagstaff, AZ: Northland Press, 1987. 



Villa, José Garciá. Footnote to Youth: Tales of the Philippines and Others. New York: Charles Scribner’s 

Sons, 1933. 

Watanabe, Sylvia. Talking to the Dead and Other Stories. New York: Anchor Books, 1993. 

Wong, Shawn. Homebase. New York: I. Reed Books, 1979, New York: Plume, 1991., American Knees. 

New York: Simon & Schuster, 1995. 

Yamashita, Karen Tei. Brazil-Maru. Minneapolis: Coffee House Press, 1992., Through the Arc of the Rain 

Forest. Minneapolis: Coffee House Press, 1997. 

Yamauchi, Wakako. Songs My Mother Taught Me. New York: Feminist Press at the City University of 

New York, 1994. 

Poetry 

Ai. Conversations: For Robert Lowell. St. Paul: printed at the Toothpaste Press for Bookslinger, 1981., 

Cruelty. Boston: Houghton, 1973., Cruelty/Killing Floor. New York: Thunder's Mouth Press, 1987., Killing 

Floor. Boston: Houghton, 1987., Sin: Poems. Boston: Houghton, 1986. 

Alexander, Meena. The Bird's Bright Ring: A Long Poem. Calcutta: Writers Workshop, 1976., Illiterate 

Heart. Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 2002., Raw Silk. Evanston: Triquarterly, 2004. 

Berssenbrugge, Mei-Mei. Fish Souls. New York: Greenwood, 1971., The Heat Bird. Providence: Burning 

Deck Press., 1983, Packrat Sieve. New York: Contact II, 1983., Random Possession. New York: I. Reed 

Books, 1979., Summits Move with the Tide. Greenfield Center, NY: Greenfield Review Press, 1974., 

Empathy. Barrytown, N.Y. : Station Hill Press ; New York, N.Y. : Distributed by the Talman Co., c1989., 

Four Year Old Girl. Berkeley, CA : Kelsey St. Press, 1998. 

Bulosan, Carlos. Letters from America. Prairie City, IL: J. A. Decker, 1942. 

Cariaga, Catalina. Cultural Evidence. Honolulu: Subpress Collective, 1999. 

Chang, Diana. The Horizon Is Definitely Speaking. New York: Backstreet Editions Press, 1982., What 

Matisse Is After. New York: Contact II, 1984. 

Chiang, Fay. In the City of Contradictions. Bronx, NY: Sunbury Press, 1979., Miwa's Song. Bronx, NY: 

Sunbury Press, 1982. 

Chin, Marilyn. Dwarf Bamboo. Greenfield, Center, N.Y.: Greenfield Review Press, 1987. The Phoenix 

Gone, The Terrace Empty. Minneapolis: Milkweed Editions, 1994. 

Chock, Eric. Ten Thousand Wishes. Honolulu: Bamboo Ridge Press, 1978.,  Last Days Here. Honolulu: 

Bamboo Ridge Press, 1989. 



Chung, Frances and Walter K. Lew, Crazy Melon and Chinese Apple:  The Poetry of Frances Chung, 

Wesleyan University Press, 2001. 

Foster, Sesshu. Angry Days. Los Angeles: West End Press, 1987. The City Terrace Field Manual. Kaya 

Press, 1996.  

Hagedorn, Jessica. Dangerous Music: The Poetry and Prose of Jessica Hagedorn. San Francisco: 

Momo's Press, 1975., "The Death of Anna May Wong." Four Young Women: Poems by Jessica Tarahata 

Hagedorn, Alice Karle, Barbara Szerlip, and Carol Tinker, ed. Kenneth Rexroth, pp. 3-43. New York: 

McGraw, 1973., Pet Food and Tropical Apparitions. San Francisco: Momo's Press, 1981., Danger and 

Beauty. New York: Penguin, 1993. 

Hom, Marlon, trans. Songs of Gold Mountain. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 1987. 

Hongo, Garrett. The River of Heaven. New York: Knopf, 1988. 

Inada, Lawson F.. Before the War: Poems as They Happened. New York: Morrow, 1971. 

Kim, Myung mi, Under Flag, Kelsey Street Press, 1992., Dura, Sun and Moon Press, 1998., The Bounty, 

Small Press Distribution, 2000., Commons, University of California Press, 2002. 

Kogawa, Joy. A Choice of Dreams. Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 1974., Jericho Road. Toronto: 

McClelland & Stewart, 1977., The Splintered Moon. Fredericton, NB: Fiddlehead Poetry Books, 1968., 

Woman in the Woods. Tucson, AZ: Mosaic Press, 1985. 

Kono, Juliet. Hilo Rains. Honolulu: Bamboo Ridge Press, 1988., Tsunami Years. Honolulu: Bamboo 

Ridge Press, 1995. 

Kudaka, Geraldine. Numerous Avalanches at the Point of Intersection. Greenfield Center, NY: Greenfield 

Review Press, 1979. 

Kuo, Alexander. Changing the River. Berkeley: Reed & Cannon, 1986. 

Lau, Alan Chong. Songs for Jadina: Poems by Alan Chong Lau. Greenfield Center, NY: Greenfield 

Review Press, 1980. 

Lau, Carolyn. Wode Shuofa: My Way of Speaking. Santa Fe: Tooth of Time, 1988., The City in Which I 

Love You. Brockport, NY: BOA Editions, 1990. 

Leong, Russell.  The Country of Dreams and Dust. Albuquerque: West End Press, 1999. 

Lew, Walter K., Treadwinds:  Poems and Intermedia Works, Wesleyan University Press, 2002. 

Lum, Wing Tek. Expounding the Doubtful Points. Bamboo Ridge (special double issue), 1987: 34-35. 



Mirikitani, Janice. Awake in the River. San Francisco: Isthmus Press, 1978., Shedding Silence. Berkeley: 

Celestial Arts Publishing, 1987., We the Dangerous. Berkley: Celestial Arts Publishing, 1995. 

Mura, David. After We Lost Our Way. New York: Dutton, 1989., The Colors of Desire. New York: Anchor 

Books, 1995. 

Seth, Vikram. Golden Gate. New York: Random House, 1986., All You Who Sleep Here Tonight. London 

; Boston : Faber and Faber, 1990. 

Song, Cathy. Picture Bride. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1983., Frameless Windows of Square 

Light. New York: Norton, 1988., School Figures. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1994. 

Sze, Arthur. Dazzled. Point Reyes Station, CA: Floating Island Publications, 1982., Two Ravens. 1976. 

Santa Fe: Tooth of the Time Books, 1984., Archipelago. Port Townsend, Wash. : Copper Canyon Press, 

c1995., The Redshifting Web. Port Townsend, Wash. : Copper Canyon Press, 1998. 

Tagami, Jeff. October Light. San Francisco: Kearny Street Workshop, 1987. 

Tsui, Kitty. The Words of a Woman Who Breathes Fire. San Francisco: Spinsters, Ink., 1983. 

Villa, José Garcia. Appassionata: Poems in Praise of Love. New York: King & Cowen, 1979, Have Come, 

Am Here. New York: Viking, 1942. 

Yamada, Mitsuye. "Camp Notes" and Other Poems. Berkeley: Shameless Hussy Press, 1976, Desert 

Run. Latham, NY: Kitchen Table, 1988. 

Zarco, Cyn. "Souvenirz." Jambalaya: Four Poets, ed. Steve Cannon, pp. 1-23 New York: Reed Cannon & 

Johnson, 1975?. 

Drama 

Barroga, Jeannie. Walls. in Unbroken Thread: an Anthology of Plays by Asian American Women. 

Amherst: University of Massachusetts, 1993. Talk-Story. in But Still, Like Air, I'll Rise: New Asian 

American Plays. Ed. Velina Hasu Houston. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1997. 

Chin, Frank. Chickencoop Chinaman. Seattle: Univ. of Washington Press, 1981. 

Gotanda, Philip. Wash. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 1992., Yankee Dawg You Die. Dramatist's Play 

Service (January, 1998). , Fish Head Soup and Other Plays. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 

1995., No More Cherry Blossoms: Sisters Matsumoto and Other Plays. Seattle: University of Washington 

Press, 2005. 

Hagedorn, Jessica. Chiquita Banana. Third World Women.  3rd World Communications, 1972. 

Houston, Velina. Asa Ga Kimashita (Morning Has Broken) 1981. American Dreams 1984. Tea. 1988.   



Hwang, David Henry. Family Devotions, FOB. New York, N.Y.: New American Library, 1990. 

Iko, Momoko. The Gold Watch. in AIIIEEEEE! An Anthology of Asian-American Writers, ed. Frank Chin, 

et al., pp. 89-114. Washington: Howard Univ. Press, 1983. 

Lim, Genny. Paper Angels-Bitter Cane. Honolulu: Kalamaku Press, 1991. 

Lim, Paul Stephen. Points of Departure. Bridge 5.2 (1977): 27-29. 

Lum, Darrell H. Y.. "Oranges Are Lucky." Talk Story 104: 139-56. 

Shiomi, R. A.. Yellow River. West Coast Plays 13-14 (1982): 1-44. 

Yamauchi, Wakako. And the Soul Shall Dance. West Coast Plays 11-12 (1982): 117-64., Songs My 

Mother Taught Me. New York: Feminist Press at the City University of New York, 1994. 

Wong, Elizabeth. Letters to a Student Revolutionary. 1999. 

Yew, Chay. Porcelain and a Language of Their Own: Two Plays. Grove Press, 1997. 

Literary Criticism: 

Bow, Leslie. Betrayal and Other Acts of Subversion: Feminism, Sexual Politics, Asian AmericanWomen’s 

Literature. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001. 

Cheng, Anne Anlin. The Melancholy of Race. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000. 

Cheung, King-Kok. An Interethnic Companion to Asian American Literature. New York: Cambridge Univ. 

Press, 1997 

Cheung, King-Kok and Stan Yogi. Asian American Literature: An Annotated Bibliography. New York: 

MLA, 1988 

Chin, Frank, et al., eds. AIIIEEEEE! An Anthology of Asian-American Writers. Washington: Howard Univ. 

Press, 1983, The Big AIIIEEEEE! An Anthology of Asian-American Writers. New York: Penguin, 1991 

Chu, Patricia. Assimilating Asians: Gendered Strategies of Authorship in Asian America. Durham: Duke 

University Press, 2001. 

Chuh, Kandice. Imagine Otherwise. Durham: Duke University Press, 2003. 

Eng, David L. Racial Castration: Managing Masculinity in Asian America. Durham: Duke University Press, 

2001. 

Kim, Elaine. Asian American Literature. Philadelphia: Temple Univ. Press, 1982 



Lee, Rachel C. The Americas of Asian American Literature: Gendered Fictions of Nation and Transnation. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1999 

Li, David Leiwei. Imagining the Nation: Asian American Literature and Cultural Consent. Stanford: 

Stanford University Press, 1998. 

Lim, Shirley Goek-Lin and Amy Ling. Reading the Literatures of Asian America. Philadelphia: Temple 

University Press, 1992. 

Ling, Amy. Between Worlds: Women Writers of Chinese Ancestry. Elmsford, NY: Pergamon Press, 1990 

Ling, Jinqi. Narrating Nationalisms: Ideology and Form in Asian American Literature.  New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1998. 

Lowe, Lisa. Immigrant Acts: on Asian American Cultural Politics. Durham: Duke University Press, 1996. 

Minh-ha, Trinh T. Woman, Native, Other. Bloomington: Indiana Univ. Press, 1989 

Nguyen, Viet Thanh. Race & Resistance: Literature & Politics in Asian America. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2002. 

Omi, Michael and Howard Winant. Racial Formation in the United States: From the 1960s to the 1980s. 

New York: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1986. 

Said, Edward. Orientalism. New York: Vintage-Random House, 1979 

Shimakawa, Karen. National Abjection: the Asian American Body On Stage. Durham: Duke University 

Press, 2002. 

Spivak, Gayatri. In Other Worlds. London: Routledge, 1987 

Sumida, Stephen H. "Asian American Literature in the 1980s: A Sampling of Studies and Works." 

Frontiers of Asian American Studies: Writing, Research and Commentary. ed. Gail M. Nomura, Russell 

Endo, Stephen H. Sumida, and Russell C. Leong, 151-58. Pullman, WA: Washington State Univ. Press, 

1989. 

Ty, Eleanor and Donald C. Gollenicht. Asian North American Identities: Beyond the Hyphen. 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2004.  

Wong, Sau-ling Cynthia. Reading Asian American Literature: From Necessity to Extravagance. Princeton: 

Princeton Univ. Press, 1993. 

Wong, Sau-ling Cynthia and Stephen Sumida. A Resource Guide to Asian American Literature. New 

York: MLA, 2001. 



Xiaojing, Zhou and Samina Najmi. Form and Transformation in Asian American Literature. Seattle: 

University of Washington Press, 2005. 
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